NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
HELD SEPTEMBER 20. 2022 IN THE WHITE PINE COUNTY LIBRARY
CONFERENCE ROOM
Committee Members:
Cody Odgers, Chairman
Jacob Carter, Vice Chairman
Dave Baker (via Zoom)
Wiiiiam R. Wiison
Mary Kerner (via Zoom)
Dana Johnson
Steven Carter (via Zoom)

Mark Tefft
Gary Perea (absent)
Danny Reed
Frederick Partey
Ross Rivera
Ait. Craig Baker (absent)
Aiternate Robin Peterson
Secretary, Nichole Baldwin

White Pine County Representatives:
Jeremy Drew, RCI, Natural Resources
Michael A. Wheable, County Manager
Also Present In-Person:
Monte Sanford PhD representing Duckwater & Ely Shoshone Tribes and the
Confederated Goshute Tribes, Rick & Delane Spilsbury representing Ely Shoshone
Tribe, John Charchalis representing the Regional Planning Commission, Gregory
Copeland representing rPlus Energies, Brianna Randow representing the UNR
Cooperative Extension, Jared Bybee representing the BLM, William Miller, Heath
Korell representing NDOW, Jose Noriega representing USFS

Chairman Cody Odgers brought the meeting into session at 5:31 p.m.
1.

2.

5:30 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Vice Chairman Jacob Carter led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT
John Charchalis, Chairman of the Regional Planning Commission, voiced
his concerns regarding the White Pine Pumped Storage Project advising that
projects like these are usually constructed near a lake or river, but this one
accesses a limited aquifer with a proposed reservoir that will be 4,100 acre feet in
volume to pump 1,318,900,300 gallons of water with an annual replacement due
to evaporation of 241,000,000 gallons. He felt the energy created by the project
would negate the energy needed to operate it creating a need for more energy.
He stated that millions in tax revenue will do no good if ranchers’ and farmers’
wells run dry and wild game is scared off.

*3.

DIscussion/For Possible Action: Approval to recommend that the White Pine
County Board of Commissioners send a letter of support for the Swamp
Cedars/Bahsahwahbee National Monument in Spring Valley.
Monte
Sanford, PhD
Monte Sanford, the designated director from the Duckwater and Ely
Shoshone Tribes as well as the Confederated Goshute Tribes, introduced Delane
Spilsbury, a descendant of last massacre at Swamp Cedars, and her son, Rick
Spilsbury. He went over the info sheet and map of the monument area that was
contained in the backup material. This national monument effort came to be
from the tribes, the county, and local ranchers that have a partnership in
protecting local water. 1.5 years ago it went before the Nevada Legislature and
the tribes asked for a resolution in support of that effort and received unanimous
bipartisan support. The tribes developed a proposal which is the map. They desire
to take existing BLM land and transfer that to National Park Service land to
commemorate 3 massacres that happened at Swamp Cedars that invalve the
transfer of land supported by the BLM for a little over 25,000 acres. There are a few
private inholdings within this area owned by SNWA and others. The area is subject
to valid existing rights that already exist such as grazing and easements and the
Park Service also permits grazing. This is of significant value due to one massacre
that occurred in 1776 being one of the largest in American history and is a part of
local and nafional heritage and they want to make sure its commemorated and
protected in perpetuity. Ross Rivera noted the Swamp Cedars are unique ta the
area. Mr. Sanford added that these trees are highly significant because they
represent the spiritual embodiment of the ancestors of the tribes that died there.
Mr. Sanford noted that 3,200 acres are under ACEC that are located near
Hwy 50 just above SNWA’s property. Vice Chairman Carter noted other Swamp
Cedars in existence in Eastern Nevada. Dana Johnson confirmed this and noted
they are the 2nd oldest living thing other than bristlecone pines. Mr. Johnson asked
if the tribes would be satisfied with the Park Service managing the monument and
Mr. Sanford replied that that would not be done until this request becomes official.
Mr. Johnson wanted the tribes’ wishes, wants, and needs come to fruition. Mr.
Sanford advised that they had a discussion that indicated the Park Service would
strongly honor the tribes' wishes in regards to this monument. Delane Spilsbury
added that they have a lot of commitments from agencies and she trusts their
word as the tribes do not have money to manage this. The tribes want the Park
Service to manage this since they are world renowned for commemorating sites
like this.
Chairman Odgers noted that grazing stopped at Great Basin National Park
after it became a Natianal Park and he was concerned that grazing might stop
once this becomes a monument. Mr. Sanford said that tribes have no intention of
messing with grazing rights and ranching does not conflict with this monument.
He added that it was legislation that allowed for a negotiated deal for the Park
Service to buy out the grazing rights at Great Basin National Park. Vice Chairman
Carter noted that like Basin and Range National Monument, this will be managed

in Washington DC and he expressed his concern that once areas like this get tied
up, things sometime change. Mr. Johnson wanted to make sure this is what the
tribe wants in the long run and does not want it to turn into a tourist attraction.
Mr. Sanford said that the tribes kept this place secret for a long time and over the
last 2 decades some elders felt they should share their history and commemorate
this place. The tribes do not want to see a road with bus tours through Swamp
Cedars, but they desire a place to tell the story without jeopardizing the area.
There are 3 allottees in that area including Cleveland Ranch/LDS Church
being the primary land owner, SNWA being the secondary, and Arthur Andre who
owns the least, which have no objections to this designation. Vice Chairman
Carter felt SNWA has a lot of land in there and he wondered why they would give
it up. It was explained that the land within the monument will stay under current
ownership and will be managed by the owners; they are private inholdings within
the monument. SNWA has water rights on their property on the southern portion
near Hwy 50. There are springs near El Tijon Ranch and multiple springs on BLM
land.
Mr. Rivera recommended people to Google "Swamp Cedars" for more of
the story behind the area. Vice Chairman Carter asked if hunting will be allowed
since you cannot carry a gun on National Park Service land. Mr. Sanford was told
that people don't hunt in that area, but he does not know if the Park Service will
allow hunting. James Woolsey from Great Basin National Park said that parks have
different regulations; national preserves allow hunting, but it depends on the
regulations for that area. Mr. Sanford felt this would be different since it's a
national monument and if the public wanted hunting, it could be allowed.
Chairman Odgers felt it was great as long as the tribes’ wishes were granted and
the story was not forgotten.
Jeremy Drew from RCI felt the points brought up tonight were valid and his
concern was that the first letter did not contain detail about concerns that were
raised at this meeting. He wanted the enabling language to be accurate and
ensure those details are built in. He read the Public Land Use Policy Plan section
on national monuments and noted this meets those regulations. He read 3
provisions from the Basin and Range National Monument designation that are
important to be recommended going forward. Mr. Johnson recalled the White
Pine County Public Lands Bill from 2006 and he wanted to make sure the key
language from that stays in. Mr. Drew felt a letter addressed to the tribes and a
carbon copy to the Congressional Delegation would be beneficial. Mr. Drew
noted verbal agreements are good on the front end, but it’s the language in the
documents that will be relied upon and it is critical to get it right.
Mr. Rivera moved to have Jeremy Drew write a letter to come back to this
Committee for review before it goes before the Commission. Dana Johnson
seconded the motion. Jared Bybee from the BLM added that he was supportive
of the tribes’ religious practices and their efforts, but a change in land status
requires legislation and as a federal agency, the BLM cannot comment on
legislation and do not get involved in the legislative process. He noted the

Antiquities Act that was used for Basin and Range applies when land status
remains the same. The BLM is prohibited from engaging with Congress. Mike
Wheable, White Pine County Manager, advised that the Commission will be
comfortable with a revised letter of support and will sign what this Committee
produces. Steven Carter, via Zoom, advised that he went into Swamp Cedars 40
years ago and was taught the story and to respect the area. He felt that
monuments and designations have been shoved down their throats and that
White Pine County got exxed out of the White Pine County Public Lands Bill. He
further felt that he cannot support this with more designations coming down the
road and the fact that things change despite what is said. Motion was passed 10
to 1 with Steven Carter voting in opposition.
*4.

Discussion/for Possible Action: Approval select an NRAC member or
qualified individual as a nominee to represent White Pine County on the
State Land Use Planning Advisory Committee for a three year term
Secretary Nichole Baldwin explained the details behind the State Land Use
Planning Advisory Committee and what it takes to become a member. She
advised the Committee that the County Commission had kicked this to the
Committee to see if anyone was interested to sit on SLUPAC and Mr. Wheable
added that the Committee could kick it right on back to the Commission if no
one was interested. Jeremy Drew explained that he already attends most SLUPAC
meetings because of his involvement. He explained SLUPAC is broader than
public lands and natural resource issues and he felt it would be better if they did
not nominate him for the vacancy. Frederick Partey felt it should be someone who
has insight on what is going on inside the County. No one expressed interest and
this was left as discussion only.
*5.

Discussion/for Possible Action: The Committee will review the Nevada
Division of Water Resources Monthly Report for water right filings made in
August 2022. The Committee may take action to recommend County
review and/or involvement in any application that may affect the County’s
water resources or related interests. Jeremy Drew, RCI
Jeremy Drew explained the report in the backup material. It contained
vested water rights that had to be redone in 2024 or 2025 and Mr. Drew felt they
would see more in the next couple of years. Chairman Odgers explained the
report for Mr. Tefft. This item was left as discussion only.
*6.

Discussion/For Possible Action: Approval to make changes to the White Pine
Pumped Storage Project tracking list. Jeremy Drew, RCI
Jeremy Drew wanted more eyes on the list. Mr. Tefft asked about adding a
reclamation bond and plan, which Mr. Drew agreed to. This item was left as
discussion only.

7.

Discussion/Update from White Pine County
County Manager Wheable had nothing to add.

8.

Discussion/Update from various agencies and organizations:
a.
Bureau of Land Management
Jared Bybee from the BLM went through the backup material that was
provided. They are working through scoping comments and are in formal tribal
consultation over the route with additional alternate proposed routes concerning
the TransCanyon Crosstie Project. Swip North was authorized in 1994 and required
inventories to be completed and construction is to begin next year. It is tied into
Robinson sub-station and he noted an application was needed to get there.
Greenlink North is on track to start next year. White Pine Pumped Storage Project
still in the FERC process. White Pine Water Power began drilling a borehole next to
the railroad tracks today. Kinross is ready for an internal review of the draft EIS and
he will start by publishing the Notice of Availability. They are moving on the
certification of adequacy for the Pan Mine application of operations for 14 acres
to move from 2 pits to one. Western Oil is not drilling and will be done forever if no
drilling is performed by October 14th. Geyser Petroleum should be drilling. They
are signing the determination on Cave Valley Ranch this week or next. The
Newark Valley Fences project began a 2nd 15 day protest due to greater sage
grouse mapping. They are issuing a proposed decision on the Major Cleve Drift
Fence Replacement Project. They are working on fire rehabilitation plans for
Becky Peak and Kinsley. The Sagebrush Discovery Trail EA is being finalized with a
decision coming next week. Wild horses shot in Jakes Valley have a reward that
is increasing to $15,000. The Triple B gather rounded up 1,897 horses and utilized
fertility control.
b.
U.S. Forest Service
Jose Noriega, District Ranger with the Forest Service, reported he has been
waiting on round 19 projects with 7 possibly being approved. Has 3 new
employees he is training.
c.
National Park Service
James Woolsey, Superintendent at Great Basin National Park, advised that
we will have an eclipse October 14th and this area will be the location of the
center line of the eclipse. They had a busy summer with 150-160,000 visitors. The
online reservation system has changed visitation causing things to be full a lot of
the time. Wheeler Peak Campground is finished and open. They have a SNPLMA
Projecf for lower Lehman Campground with funding approved and they are just
finalizing designs and increased the number of sights to 20 over 2 years. This
weekend is the Astronomy Festival at the Park. They received lots of money for
conservation from SNPLMA and are working on several projects with the Forest
Service. The Lehman historic areas identified apricot trees that are 120 years old
and they have money to restore those by grafting the trees. The Centennial

Lehman Caves National Monument celebration in August was a success and he
noted attendance by congressional and state officers. Bill Wilson commented on
the celebration and thanked Mr. Woolsey.
d.
Nevada State Parks
There was no representative.
e.
Department of Wildlife
Heath Korell from the Nevada Department of Wildlife provided an update
for the Cave Lake project noting that NDOW had asked the state to go out to bid
in November since all concerns have been addressed and considering the
utilization of a conservation bond. Construction should start in 2023 and will take
a couple of years. With the current drought, it could take one or more years to
refill the lake. Mr. Korell's goal is to sit down with staff and develop a water
management plan and fine tune the discharge to release 50% of the water
through the dam. He noted that he has concerns from a fishery perspective that
water would spill into Comins if they had to close the majority of the water coming
into Cave Lake.
f.
Resource Concepts, Inc.
Jeremy Drew noted 2 agenda items on the County Road Commission
Agenda regarding WP 1000 to improve safety and realign the road. He put
together a letter of support to coordinate with land owners and permittees. The
BLM Statewide Conceptual Resource Plan is still on hold. Things hove been quiet
on the Great Sage Grouse MBP and the Railroad Valley BLM land NASA land
withdrawal. He noted a new item from Nye County regarding a comprehensive
lands bill since Duckwater Tribe was looking to expand into White Pine County,
but that has been changed. Dana Johnson noted challenges in the 2006 Public
Lands Bill and asked if piggy backing on Nye County's Lands Bill would allow them
to address those. Mr. Drew explained that any technical corrections to the White
Pine County Lands Bill will go through Congress and they don't need to attach it
to another county's lands bill; lands bills get collected and added to an omnibus
lands bill. White Pine County has a couple of tech corrections in the que and he
noted several counties with lands bills moving forward. Secretary Baldwin will
locate the 2006 White Pine County Public Lands Bill and share it with the
Committee and Mr. Drew offered to assist. Mr. Drew will bring back the draft
energy section later on.
*9.

Discussion/For Possible Action: Approval of minutes from the August 9,2022
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting
Bill Wilson noted that on item 9, he did say 80,000 tons of water in the ponds,
but it was not correct. Steven Carter noted he was present on the phone at that
meeting. Vice Chairman Carter moved for approval and Mr. Partey seconded

the motion, which passed. Dana Johnson and Ross Rivera abstained due to being
absent at the last meeting.
10.

Discussion/Update regarding the next Natural Resources Advisory
Committee Meeting slated for October 18, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. in the Library
Conference Room
Secretary Baldwin advised that the members do not need to sign in on the
sign-in sheet.
11.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Greg Copeland from rPlus Hydro advised they are doing geotechnical work
and the seismic refractometry work was completed. They began drilling borehole
1 today and will take 10 days to complete. It is a 400 foot borehole. He wants to
be on the agenda for the November meeting. He read a comment pertaining to
the August 9th NRAC Meeting where an action was taken and he did not want
to assume that this Committee “did not likely intend to go sideways with” the
existing water rights agreement that the County has with rPlus "by suggesting
25,000 acre feet (of water) be characterized” and this was brought up in “an
abundance of caution.”
Jose Noriega with the Forest Service noted that they amended the White
Pine County Public Lands Bill that affected Mt. Moriah and in the high Schells and
a third location. He suggested that doing map corrections to fix things
underground is easy if you get Congressional approval, but adding language is
an uphill battle and will not occur easily.
*12.

ADJOURNMENT
Mark Tefft moved to adjourn and Danny Reed seconded. Meeting was
adjourned at 7:22 pm.
Approved this 18th day of October, 2022.

Idwin, Secretary

