NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
HELD AUGUST 9. 2022 IN THE WHITE PINE COUNTY LIBRARY
CONFERENCE ROOM
Committee Members:
Cody Odgers, Chairman
Jacob Carter (via Zoom)
Dave Baker
William R. Wilson
Mary Kerner
Dana Johnson (absent)

Mark Tefft
Gary Perea (via Zoom)
Danny Reed
Frederick Partey
Ross Rivera (absent)
Alternate Craig Baker
Alternate Robin Peterson

Secretary, Nichole Baldwin
White Pine County Representatives:
Laurie L. Carson, Commission Liaison
Jeremy Drew, RCI, Natural Resources
Point of Contact (via Zoom)
Also Present In-Person:
Jake Brunson, Jose Noriega representing the U.S. Division of Foresfry, Moira Kolada
represenfing the Nevada Division of Wildlife, William Miller, Brianna Randow
representing the UNR Cooperative Extension, Jared Bybee representing the BLM

Chairman Cody Odgers brought the meeting into session at 5:00 p.m.
1.

5:00 P.M. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Craig Baker spoke in regards to the EA draft for the Sagebrush
Discovery Trail in Baker. He felt the EA is reasonable and noted the County
is a cooperating agency in the process. He mentioned some language
protecting right of ways for private interests and the BLM, but felt there were
problems such as in figure 3.2 under Wafer Resources where several ditches
were mislabeled as “intermittent steams or rivers" that were actually lateral
ditches that have been around since the late 1800's and should be labeled
as such. He desired the County address this in their comments and get this
corrected in the EA.

*3.

Discussion/for Possible Action: Approval to recommend to the White Pine
County Commission Jacob Brunson’s request and proposal for a County
water lease on his property in North Steptoe Valley. Jacob Brunson

Jake Brunson addressed the Committee regarding his request for a
water lease. He advised that the Steptoe Valley Basin has no available
water rights, so he is here to request this Committee to recommend that the
County Commission approve his request to lease some water rights for
agricultural use for is 80 acre parcel. Mr. Brunson added that his appraisal is
10 years old. Frederick Partey recalled that the water rights in Steptoe were
intended for industrial or energy use and he felt this needed verified before
this Committee can make a recommendation. Mr. Brunson was informed
that water rights can be appropriated for different uses such as agriculture.
Chairman Odgers advised that the State Water Engineer would have the
final say in the change in use of water. Mr. Partey recommended an
updated appraisal be obtained and provided to this Committee to allow
them to make a more informed decision.
At this time. Chairman Odgers opened up items 4, 5, and 6 with item
number 3. Chairman Odgers noted that no recent water study had been
completed to allow them to know for sure how much water is in the Steptoe
Valley Basin, but stated that the County is in a drought. There was discussion
with the Chairman and Mark Tefft on ways to protect some of the water
rights by making limited appropriations, creating a schedule as mentioned
in item 5, or requiring the applicant to prove economic benefit for the
greater good. There was discussion on the differences between Mr.
Brunson's request, what was leased to rPlus Hydro for the Pumped Storage
Project, and the differences in the use of the water. Jose Noriega
recommended that the Committee obtain an up-to-date appraisal for the
water rights to get a good look at the current value. Mr. Partey suggested
this Committee start with Steve Schell who knows these basins very well and
can help with this determination. There was discussion on what might occur
if this lease was granted and a large scale industrial project came in asking
for large amounts of water. Mr. Noriega advised that the County will need
to show commitment to the leases they enter into. Mr. Brunson advised that
he intended to use 2 small pivots and that talking to Steve Schell was a
good idea. The Chairman did not want to allocate water for agricultural
and miss an opportunity for potential industrial use not knowing how much
water was available, while some wells in the area are going dry. Via Zoom,
Gary Perea added that the State Engineer is moving away from agricultural
use of water rights, that they will likely reduce the amount requested, and
that if the County water to revert the water rights back to industrial, they
might not be able to. Commissioner Laurie L. Carson felt that making an
appointment with the State Water Engineer should be the next step. Mr.
Partey made the motion in regards to items 4, 5, and 6 that this Committee
recommend that the Board of Commission use their authority to re
characterize the use of the 25,000 acre feet of water and Mr. Tefft
seconded the motion. Chairman Odgers questioned what the

recommendations would be under item 5 and if limits should be imposed.
Mr. Baker moved to amend Mr. Partey’s motion to set a minimum of 80
acres in the parcel and a maximum request of 10,000 acre feet of water be
allowed. Robin Peterson spoke on behalf of Ross Rivera and asked if this
would be a burden on the County to take on another position and the
Chairman felt it could be handled between the Assessor, the Treasurer, and
the District Attorney to agree to the request. It was clarified that application
fees are borne by the applicants and not the existing water users. It was
noted that there are two current applications for County water at this time
with the fees paid by the applicants and no official rulings have been
handed down by the State.
Commissioner Carson made a point of order stating that item 3
needed dealt with before 4, 5, and 6.
Mr. Partey reiterated his
recommendation that the County move forward. Mr. Perea felt that the
County should consult with a water attorney first due to the unknowns. Via
Zoom, Jacob Carter questioned the minimum of 80 acres and felt it could
be changed because the County is broken up in 40 acre parcels that can
be efficiently irrigated with sprinklers. Mr. Noriega suggested that the
applicant justify the economic benefit. Mr. Baker’s motion died for lack of
a second and Mr. Partey rescinded his motion. Mr. Tefft moved to support
item 3, Mary Kerner made the second and the motion passed unanimously.
*4.

Discussion/For Possible Action: Approval to make a recommendation to
the White Pine County Commission on the feasibility to Petition the State
Water Engineer to change the character of some or all of White Pine
County’s water application rights. Chairman, Cody Odgers
Mr. Tefft felt that items 5 and 6 were dependent on criteria that they
didn’t have such as volume and duration. Mrs. Kerner advised that this
Committee might be trying to be too restrictive and that the County can
still make changes to what they approve. Mr. Partey recommended that
this Committee vote on item 4 and 5 and 6 will fall into place. Mr. Partey
moved that this Committee recommend that the Board of County
Commission approach the State Engineer to re-characterize the 25,000
acre feet that the County has, Dave Baker seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously. Mr. Carter felt that was a good idea, that
White Pine County has great resources that can be used, and that RCI
could help with this. Via Zoom, Jeremy Drew from RCI noted that he has
access to qualified experts that he could bring in to assist with this issue.

*5.

Discussion/For Possible Action: Approval to make a recommendation to
the White Pine County Commission regarding setting standard water lease
terms, to include standard schedule of rate, volume, duration and base

property size requirements and review of current water lease terms.
Chairman, Cody Odgers
Ms. Peterson moved to table item 5 and Mr. Partey seconded the
motion. Item 5 was tabled.
*6.

Discussion/For Possible Action: to adopt standard procedures for applicants
to propose a lease to the County for appropriation of County Water rights,
be it through the NRAC or direct to the White Pine County Commission on
standard terms. Chairman, Cody Odgers
Ms. Peterson moved to table item 6 and Mr. Partey seconded the
motion. Item 6 was tabled.
Discussion/for Possible Action: RCI will present a draft Task Order
Addendum (Phase 2 for a Public Land Policy Plan Update to add an Energy
Section) for RCI work in the new fiscal year. The Committee may take
action to provide recommendations on the scope of work to the Board of
County Commissioners, Jeremy Drew, RCI
Via Zoom, Jeremy Drew, Principle Resource Specialist with RCI
apologized that he did not get back-up material to Secretary Nichole
Baldwin. He advised that at the last County Commission Meeting, the Board
approved the Master Services Agreement for the current fiscal year that
covers his attendance at these meetings. He put together a task order to
put together an energy section for a Public Lands Policy Plan and he is
looking at Lincoln County’s as a starting point. He read a proposal intended
for the BOCC which will be brought before them at their next meeting.
William R. Wilson moved to approve this item and Mrs. Kerner made the
second. Motion passed unanimously.

*8.

Discussion/for Possible Action: The Committee will discuss a comment letter
regarding a proposed designation of a National Monument in Spring Valley.
Representatives proposing the designation will be invited to provide a
presentation of the concept to the Committee. The Committee may take
action to recommend inputs to a draft comment letter for Commission
consideration. Jeremy Drew, RCI
Via Zoom, Mr. Drew admitted that he did not invite, or ask Mrs.
Baldwin to invite, the representatives working on the National Monument
designation in Spring Valley. He advised that this item was tabled by the
BOCC due to the lack of a map and detailed information in regards to the
location of this monument or draft language. He suggested it be brought
back to the next Committee meeting with the individuals involved be
invited to present with requested detailed information to allow them to
make an informed recommendation.
Chairman Odgers directed
Secretary Baldwin to set this up.

Discussion/for Possible Action: Tracking list for the White Pine Pumped
Storage Project. The Committee will review and discuss a draft list of
outstanding items that it believes needs to be addressed as related to the
White Pine Pumped Storage Project (Project). The Committee may revise,
add or eliminate items and provide a copy of the list to the County Manager
and Commission for consideration in drafting of future comments,
development agreements and special use permits associated with the
Project. Jeremy Drew, RCI
Via Zoom, Mr. Drew put together a general tracking list of items
brought up in regards to the Pumped Storage Project for the NEPA process
and development agreements that include three additional baseline
studies: a hydrogeological study, a flood analysis study in case of a breach
of a reservoir, and a seismic study given the faulting in that area. They
asked for updated baseline studies due to the design changes based on
geotechnical work occurring later this year, a proposed change in primary
access, and a socioeconomic assessment update in the case of requests
for tax abatements. He noted they are looking for changes in planning in
regards to recreational access, invasive and noxious weeds, a wildlife
mitigation plan, details concerning fencing around the reservoirs,
revegetation around the pond reservoirs, updated mapping for
constructional operation access, surface ownership within the footprint and
the power line, the location of the construction and staging storage areas,
development agreements, road agreements, and scoping comments
around the reclamation bond.
Mr. Wilson provided a map with seismic information that indicated
the project sits on the central Steptoe fault zone that has been a major fault
for 130 million years and is still active as shown by recorded earthquakes.
He stated that if the project does not get into the bedrock, they will never
see the fault. He stated that his concerns are when the fault moves there
will be an earthquake. Another concern will be the groundwater being
pumped out of Steptoe Valley could cause movement. And the third
concern is that studies show reservoirs can induce earthquakes. Given the
Pumped Hydro Storage is going to hold and pump 80,000 tons of water in
each reservoir each day, the ground will essentially be jack-hammered
potentially causing major problems for Highway 93, the old Kennecott
tailings, and residents. He encouraged the Pumped Storage Project look at
these issues and provide an update. Jeremy Drew added these to his notes
and will present them to the BOCC.
10.

Discussion/Update from White Pine County
Commissioner Carson advised that she found out after the fact that
the Pumped Storage people were here and held a private meeting with
the City of Ely and the Railroad. She noted rumors she had heard that Great

Basin National Park had issues in regards to lights at night and the railroad
in regards to traveling, which she will find out more on. She commended
this Committee on their decision concerning water rights. Jared Bybee with
the BLM added that Commissioner Richard Howe attended the private
meeting with Pumped Storage even though he was not invited and that it
was a protest resolution with the National Park Service for a reapplication
and FERC representatives were present at that meeting virtually.
11.

Discussion/Update from various agencies and organizations:
a.
Bureau of Land Management
Jared Bybee, BLM, provided an update on BLM issues going on
in White Pine County.
They are still digesting scoping
comments regarding routing and a geotechnical study with
the TransCanyon CrossTie project. The SwipNorth project is
moving forward with studies being performed, sage grouse
mitigation doliars being parceled out, and realignments being
done; construction should begin next year. A workshop was
held last month in regards to Greenlink North, which will kick off
in 2023. White Pine Pumped Storage is still in the pre
application status with comments available on the FERC
website or by request to the BLM. It was mentioned that the
Pumped Storage Project withdrew their application for
borehole one due to access and have not submitted an
aiternate route at this time. The BLM is working Great Basin
GeoPower on their lease, which is no service occupancy at this
time due to sage grouse. There are a lot of pending
applications for wind and solar testing and a couple for
production that are slowly moving forward. Land and reality
land sales are with the Governor’s Office at this time because
they require a land use plan amendment. The Kinross Bald
Mountain Mine amendment is under internal review and a
Notice of Availabilify will be published in 4-6 months and will
got out for commenf. Pan Mine submitted a modification for
pian of operation within their boundary lines. Western Oil can
drill on the BLM side, but have no investors to run their
operation; their extension ends October 31st. Geyser
Petroleum’s permit to drill off of Highway 6 was approved and
is under review by the State Director. In regards to Wilson
Creek, the Judge ruled that SNWA qualified for a grazing
permit which N4 Grazing is appealing.
The Sagebrush
Discovery Trail in Baker is out for public comment and Triple B
and Elko are gathering wild horses in North Butte Valley and
Ruby Valley having gathered 801 out of 1,900 wild horses.

U.S. Forest Service
Jose Noriega with the Forest Service advised that they hired a
new range specialist, a new hydrologist, and a new support
services specialist. They have a proposal to do a plan of
operations from Rio Tinfo in Spring Valley which had access
through multiple private lands that could be an issue. They are
focused on SNPLMA and noted the Ward Mountain Bike Trail
with all issues being resolved there for Round 18. They got bids
back for Round 17 for fhe Timber Creek reconsfruction thaf
came in 2 to 3 times above anticipated cost. The Ely District
Office has 7 projects waiting for secrefary approval for Round
19 that include lllipah. South Schell restoration, noxious weed
work, the Kalamazoo camp ground reconstruction, the North
Schell OHV Trail reconstruction, the Mount Moriah nonmotorized trail reconstruction, and a $1.1 million proposal to
hire multiple Youth Conservation Corp crews comprised of 15
fo 18 year olds who work all summer on various projects.
National Park Service
Mr. Wilson noted that Lehman Caves celebrated 100 years
since the designation of fheir National Monument which was a
great event.
Nevada State Parks
No one was present.
Department of Wildlife
Moira Koala from NDOW advised that they have been
interacting with the BLM on projects including the fire rehab
stuff for 2 planned fires and ofher habitat restoration projects.
She noted that the Cave Lake Dam project has still not gone
out for bid, but may this fall, with the hold-up lying at the State
Public Works level.
Resource Concepts, Inc.
Jeremy Drew with RCI, via Zoom, advised that the draft EA for
the Sagebrush Discovery Trail is out for public commenf and
those are due on the 24th. Craig Baker will reach out to Mr.
Drew to add his comments. Mr. Drew submitted a comment
letter to NASA on the north Railroad proposed withdrawal
noting disappointment in the holes in their analysis.
K12.

Discussion/For Possible Action: Approval of minutes from the June 14, 2022
Natural Resources Advisory Committee Meeting

Mr. Partey noted that he made a lot of comments at the last meeting
that were not recorded in the minutes. He conceded to the minutes as they
were presented. Dave Baker moved to approve the minutes as presented
and Danny Reed seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
13.

Discussion/Update regarding the next Natural Resources Advisory
Committee Meeting slated for September 20,2022 at 5:00 p.m. in the Library
Conference Room
There was a brief discussion about moving the meetings to the 3rd
Tuesday to comply with the Resolution that created this Committee and if
it would diminish this Committee's effectiveness or communication with the
BOCC.

14.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Via Zoom, Mr. Perea thanked Secretary Baldwin for taking on the
secretary position. Mrs. Kerner also thanked Secretary Baldwin for stepping
up and for how organized the agenda and information was.
Chairman Odgers introduced Brianna Randow, the new UNR
Cooperative Extension Educator. She addressed that Committee and
advised that she started on July 1st and invited anyone to meet her to chat
about their thoughts about the County and ways her office can get
involved.

*15.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Tefft moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Baker made the
second. The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

Approved this 20th day of September, 2022.

Cody 0dgers, Ch<3Smdhs^

