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IMPORTANT

THIS PACKET IS IN NO WAY INTENDED TO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE
ADVICE OF A PRIVATE ATTORNEY

Private Counsel Is Always Recommended For Legal Matters

The law allows any person to represent themselves in a legal action. However, filing an action with the Court and
representing yourself in the courtroom can be a complicated legal procedure and this packet does not attempt to
address all the legal issues involved in bringing your matter before the court. This packet is created to help you

access the legal system without the assistance of an attorney.

When representing yourself, you are responsible for understanding the law that governs your case and for filing the
proper legal documents. The laws and rules are set out in the Nevada Revised Statutes, the Rules of Civil

Procedure, and the local rules governing the jurisdiction in which you are filing your documents.

When you sign these documents and present them for filing with the court, it is assumed by the Court that you have
carefully read the documents, that you understand all the terms in the documents, that you agree with all the

provisions in the documents, and that you are aware of all the consequences those provisions may produce.

Before filling in any portion of the following documents, read all the materials included in this packet

regarding custody, visitation, child support and definitions of terms.

THIS INFORMATION IS PROVIDED AS A COUR TESY ONLY. THE COURT, SELF-HELP
CENTER, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION, OR LAW LIBRARY THAT MAY PROVIDE THIS
INFORMATION SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ERRORS CONTAINED HEREIN OR FOR
DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL OR CONSE QUENTIAL DAMAGES IN C ONNECTION WITH

THE FURNISHINGS OF THIS MATERIAL.
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SOME DEFINITIONS and EXPLANATIONS OF TERMS USED IN FAMILY CASES

The following definitions and explanations are only to be used as general guidance. In no way are
they intended to cover all the legal significance and importance of the terms. You are advised to seek a

fall explanation of the terms, definitions, and explanations from a private attorney licensed to practice
law in the State of Nevada.

Alimony or
Spousal
Support:

Assets:

Community
Property:

Debts:

Alimony, or Spousal Support, is the amount paid to one spouse by the other for a period of
time after the marriage is over, usually to assist the spouse in being able to maintain a
lifestyle to which that spouse is accustomed, until that spouse can get back on firm
financial footing. Spousal support may be for a limited amount of time, such as months or
years, or may be permanent such as for a lifetime or until remarriage, whichever occurs
first. If the spouse that is receiving support remarries, unless otherwise agreed upon, the
spousal support stops. There is no formula for spousal support and either party may
receive spousal support. The factors governing spousal support are complicated and if you
have any questions regarding spousal support, they should be discussed with a private
attorney.

Generally, anything acquired or purchased during the time of the marriage is considered a
community asset and, therefore, community property, and it usually does not matter if one
name is on the property or both names are on the property. Nevada is a community
property State and the law in Nevada is that community assets are equally divided at the
time of a divorce. There are some exceptions, and those should be discussed with a
private attorney. The term “community assets” includes: the income of both parties during
the marriage and anything purchased with either income, any interest acquired in real
property, any retirement funds earns during the marriage, vehicles purchased during the
marriage (even if in only one name), furniture purchased during the marriage, etc. In many
cases, it does not matter in whose name these things are purchased. Sole and separate
property is not usually considered community property unless it was given as a gift to the
community or the community has acquired an interest in it in another way. If one party
wastes community assets or gives community assets away without the other party’s
knowledge or consent, that party may have to reimburse the community for the wasting of
assets. If there is a question of wasted assets, those should be discussed with a private
attorney.

Any assets acquired or purchased during the marriage are usually considered “community
property” no matter whose name they are in. That is the starting point for the division of
property of the marriage. Nevada is a community property State and it is the law that the
division of community property start with an equal division. However, there are important
deviations and exceptions to equal community property distribution. See “Assets” above.
A private attorney should be consulted regarding division and distribution of community

property.

Generally, any bills or debts acquired during the marriage are considered community
debts and are equally divided at the time of the divorce. There are exceptions. Debts that
are incurred for such things as gambling or for purchasing things that are not for the



Residency
Requirement:

Resident
Petitioner:

Resident
Witness:

Sole and
Separate
Property:

benefit of the community may be considered sole and separate debts. Such debts should
be discussed with a private attorney.

One of the “Petitioners” must be a resident of the State of Nevada and that person is known
as the “resident petitioner”. In order to establish residence in the State of Nevada, that
person must have physically lived and physically been here in the State for at least six (6)
weeks immediately prior to filing the Joint Petition. If both people are residents of the
State of Nevada, only one is actually designated as the “resident petitioner” for purposes of
the filling out and filing of the Affidavit of Resident Witness Form.

A child, or the children, MUST be a resident, or residents, of the State of Nevada for a
period in excess of six (6) MONTHS before the State of Nevada can enter any orders
regarding custody, or visitation, of the child or children. This is FEDERAL LAW. If
the child, or children, are not residents of the State of Nevada for a period of more than
six (6) months immediately prior to the fi '3 \g of the Petition, the State of Nevada has no
jurisdiction over orders regarding the ch.._ren. THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS, but those
should be discussed with a private attorney. The parties cannot automatically agree to
waive the jurisdiction issue.

The Petitioner, or party, on whose behalf the Affidavit of Resident Witness is going to be
filed. If both Petitioners are residents, only one will be the “Resident Petitioner”.

A person that will swear in the Affidavit of Resident Witness that one of the Petitioners
has been physically present in the State of Nevada for a period of at least six (6) weeks
immediately prior to the filing of the Joint Petition. The Resident Witness may be a friend,
a family member, or a co-employee.

Sole and separate property are those things Husband and Wife owned prior to the marriage,
and it may also include a personal injury settlement received during the marriage by one of
the parties, if the proceeds were kept entirely separate from the community. Sole and
separate property remains the property of the individual who owned it prior to the
marriage. There are exceptions, such as a home or other real property. The community
may acquire an interest in a home or real property during the time of the marriage even if it
belonged to one party prior to the marriage. If there is a question regarding such an
interest, and what percentage the community may have acquired, you are urged to see a
private attorney.
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT FILING AN ANSWER

The forms must be typewritten or legibly handwritten in black ink.

’I_‘here will‘ be a filing fee to file this document with the Court. The fee may change from time to
time, and it is reccommended that you contact the Court Clerk’s office to check on the current fee
prior to presenting the documents for filing.

IF you are indigent and cannot afford the filing fee, you may request the fee be waived by filing an
in Support of Motion to Proceed In Forma Pauperis. The Court will examine your

financial status and determine whether a full or partial waiver can be granted, or if the request will
be denied.

There are facilities for copying your documents at the Court Clerk’s office at the charge of 8. 50
per page. Therefore, it is recommended that you make any copies of the documents you may
want, or need, prior to going to the Court Clerk’s office. You will need two copies of each
document to be filed unless told otherwise. If exhibits are attached to the original document, a
copy of the exhibits must be attached to each copy.

Location of the Court Clerk’s Office

The Court Clerk’s Office for White Pine County is located at 801 Clark St., Ste. 4, Ely,
Nevada 89301 on the first floor of the courthouse or call (775) 293-6509.

If you are mailing the documents to the Court Clerk’s office for filing, OR if you have submitted
an Order of Decree for the Judge to sign, it is strongly suggested that you provide a self-
addressed, stamped envelope when you file your documents. A copy of the file-stamped
documents will then be mailed to you.

FILLING OUT THE DOCUMENTS

1. For All Documents: Fill in the spaces on lines 9 through 13, exactly as they appear in
your other documents. This is the “heading” of the document and it is always the same. If
you are the Plaintiff in the original document, you will remain the Plaintiff; if you are
listed as the Defendant in the original document, you will remain the Defendant. The Case
No. and Dept. No. are always the same.

2. IMPORTANT NOTE: This form provides you with the basic form to protect your
interests in the legal matter, so long as it is filed within the time frame of twenty (20)
days after you have been served with the Complaint and Summons, or a Petition and
Summons, or an Answer and Counterclaim. If you do not file within that time
period, the other party may take a “default” against you and be awarded all they ask
for in their pleadings.



. This form does not make provisions for you to file a counterclaim with your answer.

To file a counterclaim, use the Answer and Counterclaim supplemental packet.

Be aware that additional motions that may have been filed with the Complaint or Petition
and served on you with that document are not answered through this form. If you have
been served with additional motions, you must answer those motions on other forms. If
you do not formally answer those motions, the other party may submit those motions and
may be granted all they request. If you have questions regarding motions that have been
served on you, immediately seek counsel with a private attorney.

. The Answer: Carefully review the Complaint or Counterclaim. Make a note on the side as

you review of all paragraphs with which are agree. Also note all paragraphs with which
you disagree. Make sure the whole paragraph is correct when you decide to agree
with it. If you agree only with one part of the paragraph and disagree with another, you
must disagree with the whole paragraph.

Enter the numbers of the paragraphs with which you agree under Section I. Enter the
number of the paragraphs with which you disagree under Section II. Enter the number of
the paragraphs, if any, which require no answer or that you do not understand under
Section III.

Complete the Counterclaim (if applicable) as to the allegations you wish to bring against
the other party.

This document must be signed in the presence of a Notary Public.

The Certificate of Service: The opposing party must be personally served with a copy of
the documents. Service may be made by mail or be personal service. After the documents
have been completed, place an “X” on the appropriate line indicating the method of
service. The Certificate is to be filled out and signed by the person who actually mails or
personally serves a copy of the documents on the other party or their attorney.

10. Once the documents are completed, make two copies of each. Serve one copy as noted in

the Certificate of Services. If there are multiple parties, make enough copies for yourself
and each party. Take the original and one copy to the Court Clerk to be filed. The copy
will be returned to you and your file.’



]

12. REMINDER: If other motions have been served on you, you must answer those
motions with other responsive documents.

If you need guidance in filling out the forms or in the procedure of the case, seek the advice
of a private attorney.

NOTE: YOU MAY NOT USE THESE FORMS IF YOU ARE PRESENTLY
REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY IN THIS MATTER.
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Case No.
Dept. No.

The undersigned hereby affirms that
this document does not contain the
social security number of any person.

INTHE 7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WHITE PINE

Plaintiff,
V. ANSWER TO COMPLAINT AND
COUNTERCLAIM
Defendant.
/
COMES NOW Defendant, , in Proper Person,

(Your name)

and hereby Answers Plaintiff’s Complaint as follows:

L.
On the lines below, list the paragraphs in the Complaint of Petition with which
you agree. Make sure ALL the information in each paragraph is correct and you
agree with ALL the information.

Defendant admits the allegations in paragraphs:

i

i
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IL.

Insert the paragraph numbers from the Complaint that you do not agree with on
the line below

Defendant denies the allegations in paragraph(s)
of the Complaint.

IIL

Insert the paragraph numbers from the Complaint that you do not know to be
true to false because you do not have enough information.

After reasonable investigation, this Defendant is without sufficient information to form a

belief as to the truth or falsity of the matters alleged in paragraph(s)

of the Complaint; the allegations are therefore denied with proof demanded at trial.
COUNTERCLAIM
Defendant, as and for a Counterclaim for Divorce against Plaintiff, alleges as follows:

|

The is a resident of the State of Nevada, County of
(Plaintiff or Defendant)

, for a period of more than six weeks immediately preceding the

{(County of residence)

Commencement of this action, has resided in, been physically present in, and is a bona fide
resident and domiciliary of, the State of Nevada, and intends to continue to make the State of

Nevada her/his home for an indefinite period of time.

The is a resident of the State of , County of
(Plaintiff or Defendant)

(County of residence)

I1.
The parties were married on ,in _
(date of marriage) (City of County of Marriage)
State of , and ever since that day have been, and are now,

(State in which marriage took place)
husband and wife.
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IIL

There are no minor children born to, or adopted through, this union, and Wife is not
pregnant,
IV.

Division of Assets
Initial ONLY ONE of the statements below. Print “N/A” in the spaces you do not use.

1. All of the community assets and property have been previously
divided and each is to keep the property they have in their possession at this time.

2 There is no community property to be divided.

3. The community property should be divided as follows: (Include
retirement accounts and the last four numbers of all bank

WIFE SHALL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING:

HUSBAND SHALL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING:
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(If more room is needed, attach additional sheets. Make sure the sheets are clearly identified as a
continuation of the division of assets. Write only on one side of the page of additional sheets.
Each additional sheet must be initialed by both parties.)

V.

Division of Debts
Initial ONLY ONE of the statements below. Print “not applicable or N/A” in the

spaces you do not use. Be sure to address all retirement accounts, bank accounts and
vehicles. Include VINs when listing vehicles.

15 All of the community debts have been previously divided and
each is to keep those debts assigned to him/her and hold the other
party harmless from those debts.

2. There is no community debts to be divided.

3. The community debts should be divided as follows: (Be sure to list
specific debts with the last four numbers of the account, if
available.

WIFE SHALL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING DEBTS
AS HER SOLE AND SEPARATE DEBT:

HUSBAND SHALL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING DEBTS
AS HIS SOLE AND SEPARATE DEBT:
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af more room is needed, attach additional sheets. Make sure the sheets are clearly identified as a
continuation of the division of debts. Write only on one side of the page of additional sheets.
Each additional sheet must be initialed by both parties.)

VI.

Spousal Support (Alimony)

Initial only ONE of the statements below. If you initial one of the statements which makes
a provision for spousal support, be sure to fill in all spaces in the statement. Do not leave
any spaces blank in this section. Print “not applicable” or “N/A” in the spaces you do not
use.

Alimony is not appropriate in this case.

Wife shall receive spousal support in the amount of

$ per , due and payable on the
(amount wife to receive) (week or month) (date amount due)
of each for a period of period of . The spousal
(week or month) (number of weeks/months/years)
support shall begin on and end on |
(number of weeks/months/years) (Date last spousal support payment to be made)
OR

Husband shall receive spousal support in the amount of

$ per , due and payable on the

(amount husband to receive) (week or month) (date amount due)

of each for a period of period of . The spousal
(week or month) (number of weeks/months/years)

support shall begin on and end on !
(number of weeks/months/years) (Date last spousal support payment to be made)

VIL

: Former Name
If Wife is filing, wife should Initial ONLY ONE of the following statements and print
“not applicable” or “N/A” in the spaces you do not use. If Husband is filing, husband
should print “not applicable or N/A » in ALL spaces.

5
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Wife does not wish to return to her former name.

Wife wishes to return to her former name of

Wife never changed her name and therefore does not request
restoration of her former name.

VIIL
The parties are incompatible in marriage and there is no hope for reconciliation, and/or
the parties have lived separate and apart for more than one year without cohabitation.
IX.
The Defendant cannot afford to retain counsel to protect : rights and the rights)
of the children and should be awarded attorney’s fees and costs. e

WHEREFORE, Defendant prays for judgment against Plaintiff as follows:

1. That the bonds of matrimony heretofore and now existing between the Plaintiff and
Defendant be forever dissolved and that each of the parties be restored to tht_e status of
unmarried persons.

2. That the Court grants the relief requested in this Answer and Counterclaim; and

3. For other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper in this action.

DATE:

(Print Name)

(Signature)

(Address)

(Telephone number)
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VERIFICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

STATE OF NEVADA )

) ss:
COUNTY OF )

, being first duly sworn, under penalties of perjury,

(Your name)
deposes and says:

I am the Defendant/Respondent in the above-entitled action; that I have read the
foregoing document and am competent to testify of its contents of my own knowledge and the
contents are true of my own knowledge except for those matters stated therein on information

and belief, and, as to those matters, I believe them to be true.

(Signature)
SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me
This day of ,
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss:
COUNTY OF )
On this day of ; , personally appeared before me, the
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the County of , State of
Nevada, __, personally known to me or proved to

me, to be the person whose name is subscribed to the attached instrument who acknowledged to
me that he/she did so freely and voluntarily and for the uses and purposes herein stated.

NOTARY PUBLIC
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned hereby certifies that they are 18 years of age or older, and on this date

served a true and correct copy of the document/s entitled:

(Clearly list all documents you served

In the following way: (check the appropriate blank, and fill in the appropriate information)
IF THE DOCUMENTS WERE SERVED BY MAIL:

by placing a copy enclosed in a sealed envelope upon which first class
postage was fully prepaid

by placing a copy enclosed in a sealed envelope and mailing it certified,
return receipt requested

The envelope was addressed to:

(Name) at

(Address)

And that there is regular communication by mail between the place of mailing and the place
addressed.

IF THE DOCUMENTS WERE PERSONALLY SERVED:
by personally serving:

(Name) at

(Address)

DATED: This day of 5

(Signature of person who performed service)
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Case No.
Dept. No.

The undersigned hereby affirms that
this document does not contain the
social security number of any person.

INTHE 7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WHITE PINE

Plaintiff,
V. FINANCIAL DECLARATION
Defendant.
/
Attached is the Financial Declaration of , the

in the above action. 1swear under penalty of perjury, that

(Plaintiff or
the content of the Financial Declaration is true to the best of my knowledge as of this date.

Date:
(Print Name)
(Signature)
(Address)
(Telephone number)
SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me
This day of ;
NOTARY PUBLIC
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Financial Statement Of

IFE

I. PERSONAL INFORMATION

Last Name First

Present home address

Initial

(Your Name)

HUSBAND

Last Name First

Present home address

Initial

Occupation

Employed by From

To

How many adults (over 18) live with you?

How many of these help pay the household costs?

Occupation

Employed by

How much money do you receive from them each month?

If there are adults living with you who do not help financially, please explain:

From

To

How many children live with you?

How many of these are your own natural or adopted children?

What is your own average GROSS monthly income (before payroll deductions)?
How much is held out from your check each month (include all withholdings)?

How much is your average take home pay, each month?
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II. INCOME AND EXPENSES

YOUR OWN INCOME

Average take home pay- wages and tips

Aid to Dependent

General Assistance

SSI

Social Security Retirement

Unemployment

Workers Compensation

Private pension

Rent, investment income

Child Support received

Other-describe each source

ATTACH COPY OF LAST PAY CHECK STUB TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES-YOUR’S AND CHILDREN LIVING WITH YOU

Rent or mortgage

Health, doctors, medicine, etc.

Gas, power, water, garbage, telephone

Transportation, including car payments, gas insurance, repairs, bus

Clothing, cleaning, laundry, etc.

Child care, elder care

Child support paid out

Food

Recreation, education

Other

TOTAL EXPENSES

DIFFERNCE (INCOME-EXPENSES)




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

I1I. COMMUNITY ASSESTS AND LIABILITIES

WHAT YOU OWN WHAT IT’S WHAT YOU DIFFERENCE
(DESCRIBE) WORTH OWE OR NET
Home $ $ $
Car/truck
% $ $ $
Car/truck
$ $ $
Boats, RV, et
oats etc $ $ s
Furniture, furnishings g $ $
Clothes, jewelry, personal items $ g $
Cash
2 $ $ $
Bank accounts, CD’s Stocks $ $ $
Tools, inventory $ $ $
Pension or retirement fund $ g $
Credit Cards, charge accounts $ 3 $
Other S g $
TOTAL VALUE $ $ $
IV. MONTHLY PAYMENTS YOU MUST MAKE TO OTHERS
DESCRIBE EACH BILL MINIMUM | DESCRIBE EACH | MINIMUM
PAYMENT |BILL PAYMENT
Housing $ SUB-TOTAL §
FROM COLUMN 2
Auto/Truck g Other Bills $
Auto/Truck $ $
Boats, RV, etc., $ $
Furniture, furnishings $ $
Credit Cards $ $
Charge accounts $ g
Medical Bills g g
SUB-TOTAL CARRY TO $ TOTAL
COL. 4. PAYMENTS
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned hereby certifies that they are 18 years of age or older, and on this date

served a true and correct copy of the document/s entitled:

(Clearly list all documents you served

In the following way: (check the appropriate blank, and fill in the appropriate information)
IF THE DOCUMENTS WERE SERVED BY MAIL:

by placing a copy enclosed in a sealed envelope upon which first class
postage was fully prepaid

by placing a copy enclosed in a sealed envelope and mailing it certified,
return receipt requested

The envelope was addressed to:

(Name) at

(Address)

And that there is regular communication by mail between the place of mailing and the place
addressed.

IF THE DOCUMENTS WERE PERSONALLY SERVED:
by personally serving:

(Name) at

(Address)

DATED: This day of :

(Signature of person who performed service)




